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2025 General Election Tues. Nov, 4 2025
PA SUPREME COURT VOTE YES to RETAIN:
(10 year term)
4 Christine Donahue
4 Kevin Dougherty
1 David Wecht
PA SUPERIOR COURT
4 Alice Dubow VOTE YES to RETAIN
4 Brandon Neuman VOTE to ELECT for new 10 year term
PA COMMONWEALTH COURT

"4 Michael Wojcik ~ VOTE YES TO RETAIN
4 stella Tsai VOTE to ELECT for new 10 year term

JUDICIAL RETENTION QUESTIONS ARE ON THE BACK OF THE
MAIL-IN BALLOTS



PA SUPREME COURT

Justice Christine Donohue

PA Supreme Court

Justice Kevin Dougherty

PA Supreme Court

Justice David Wecht

PA Supreme Court

PA SUPREME COURT

All three justices up for retention — Christine Donohue, Kevin Dougherty, and
David Wecht — were elected as Democrats in 2015, and their party has held a
majority on the state’s high court ever since. The seven-member court
currently has five justices elected as Democrats and two as Republicans.

The Pennsylvania Bar Association, a nonpartisan trade group for lawyers that
often evaluates judicial candidates’ qualifications, has recommended all three
justices for new terms.



PA SUPERIOR COURT

Judge Alice Beck Dubow

PA Superior Court

Judge Brandon Neuman

PA Superior Court

Superior Court

According to the official website of the Pennsylvania Courts, the Superior Court is one of
Pennsylvania’s two statewide intermediate appellate courts. This court, which was established in
1895, reviews most of the civil and criminal cases that are appealed from the Courts of Common
Pleas in the Commonwealth’s 67 counties. The Superior Court consists of 15 judges who serve
10-year terms. The president judge of the Superior Court is elected to a five-year term by his or
her colleagues.

A huge volume of appeals flows to Superior Court from the trial courts. Generally, appeals are
heard by panels of three judges sitting in Philadelphia, Harrisburg or Pittsburgh. The court often
is the final arbiter of legal disputes. Although the Supreme Court may grant a petition for review

of a Superior Court decision, most such petitions are denied and the ruling of the
Superior Court stands.



Superior Court

The 15-member Superior Court handles criminal and civil cases that don’t
involve the government.

One seat on Superior Court has been open since Judge Daniel McCaffery was
elected as a Democrat to the state Supreme Court in 2023.

The court currently has eight judges elected as Democrats and six Republicans.

https://[www.spotlightpa.org/

Democratic candidate: Brandon P. Neuman for Superior Court
Website

Neuman, of Washington County, has served as a judge on the county’s Court of
Common Pleas since 2018. He was a member of the state House of
Representatives from 2011 to 2017.

As a judge, Neuman primarily presides over civil court and a veteran’s specialty
court, according to his campaign website, and has also presided over criminal and
family law cases.

Last year, Neuman handed down a notable ruling that ordered Washington
County to notify voters if their mail ballots have errors that would keep them
from being counted, so that those voters would be able to cast provisional ballots.

During his time in the legislature, one of Neuman’s biggest accomplishments was
a successful 2015 law that sped up the processing of rape kits, which was aimed
at addressing a major backlog Pennsylvania had at the time.

Before his time in Harrisburg, Neuman was a trial lawyer and handled “complex
civil litigation and representing victims who have been neglected or abused in
nursing homes,” his campaign website says.




He’s been promoting endorsements from unions like the Pennsylvania Laborers'
District Council, as well as from law enforcement groups that don’t always back
Democrats — the Fraternal Order of Police, the State Troopers Association, and
the Sheriffs’ Association.

Neuman is “highly recommended” by the Pennsylvania Bar Association, which
said his “opinions demonstrate knowledge of substantive and procedural legal
issues and the ability to provide good factual backgrounds and well-developed
legal arguments.” The association added that Neuman’s colleagues believe he has
high integrity, a good judicial temperament, and “treats all individuals fairly,”
among other positive attributes.

https://www.spotlightpa.org/

PA COMMONWEALTH COURT

Judge Michael H. Wojcik

PA Commonwealth Court

Judge Stella Tsai

PA Commonwealth Court




Commonwealth Court

According to the official site of the Pennsylvania Courts, the Commonwealth Court is one of
Pennsylvania’s two statewide intermediate appellate courts. This court, which was established in
1968, is unlike any other state court in the nation. Its jurisdiction generally is limited to legal
matters involving state and local government and regulatory agencies.

Litigation typically focuses on such subjects as banking, insurance and utility regulation and
laws affecting taxation, land use, elections, labor practices and workers compensation.
Commonwealth Court also acts as a court of original jurisdiction, or a trial court, when lawsuits
are filed by or against the Commonwealth.

The Commonwealth Court is made up of nine judges who serve 10-year terms. The president
judge is chosen by his or her colleagues for a five-year term. The court generally decides cases in
three-judge panels and sits in Philadelphia, Harrisburg, and Pittsburgh.

Pennsylvania has a system of courts that handle all sorts of legal matters. It is a multi-tiered
system that handles the simplest legal disputes to multi-billion-dollar civil lawsuits to the most
serious criminal cases. This article will outline the Pennsylvania court system.

More information about the Pennsylvania judicial system can be obtained at the official website
of the Pennsylvania Courts, the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts.

Commonwealth Court

The nine-member Commonwealth Court is the first stop for many high-profile
cases.

Notable recent rulings include a 2023 opinion that found the state’s education
funding system violated the rights of parents and students in poorer school
districts, and a 2024 decision that mail ballots shouldn’t be rejected for missing

dates (the state Supreme Court later overturned that decision).

Judges serve initial 10-year terms, then face a nonpartisan retention vote, which
usually succeeds.

There is one seat open on Commonwealth Court this year.

The court currently has five judges who were elected as Republicans and three
elected as Democrats.

spotlight.org




Democratic candidate: Stella Tsai for Commonwealth Court
https:/fwww.spotlightpa.org/

Website

Tsai has served as a judge on Philadelphia’s Court of Common Pleas since 2016.
She was first appointed, then elected to a 10-year term the following year. In her
campaign materials, she says that she has worked across the city’s criminal, civil,
orphans’ court, and family court divisions.

From 2000 to 2003, Tsai worked as chair of administrative law in Philadelphia’s
law department, managing child welfare and social services attorneys.

After that, she left the city for a period and became a business litigation partner
at the firm Archer & Greiner. Her profile on the website for the University of
Pennsylvania's Carey Law School, where she is an adjunct professor, notes that
she concentrated on “regulatory compliance, land use, and ethics” during her
time at the firm.

Tsai says on her campaign website that she has “volunteered to safeguard voting
rights, immigrant rights, and civil rights.” She previously served as president of
the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Pennsylvania and in various
official capacities with the Pennsylvania Bar Association.

And while, like other judicial candidates, she avoids talking about how she’d rule
on specific Commonwealth Court cases, she has nodded at her political values.

In accepting a nomination from Planned Parenthood Pennsylvania Advocates, for
instance, Tsai posted on Facebook, “We have seen in recent years that
reproductive healthcare rights are often determined by the courts. I am
incredibly proud to receive the support and endorsement of PP Pennsylvania
Advocates in the race for Commonwealth Court!”

She has also recently highlighted endorsements from the Conservation Voters of
Pennsylvania and the educators’ union PSEA-PACE.

The state Democratic Committee has endorsed Tsai’s candidacy.



The Pennsylvania Bar Association rated her as “highly recommended,” saying
she has “along and diverse legal career” with extensive trial experience in state
and federal courts, and that she is respected among fellow judges and considered
“enthusiastic, hard-working and fair.”

https://www.spotlightpa.org/

PENNSYLVANIA’S COMMONWEALTH COURT and SUPERIOR COURT

Pennsylvania’s Commonwealth Court and Superior Court are two intermediate

appellate courts that have the power to affirm or reverse decisions made in

lower courts. Their rulings can be appealed to the state Supreme Court,

Pennsylvania’s court of last resort.

Each court serves a distinct role within the commonwealth’s legal system.

Commonwealth Court presides over civil actions brought by and against the
Pennsylvania state government and hears appeals primarily in cases involving
state departments and local governments.

The person who wins the open seat on Commonwealth Court could help shape
Pennsylvania’s laws on everything from elections to firearms.

The candidate who wins a seat on Superior Court could help decide the outcomes
of high-profile criminal cases.



Why Courts Matter to People’s Lives

Why Pennsylvania’s Courts Matter to You

Fair Districts and Elections
Workers' Rights & Protections
Housing & Tenant Protections
Health Care & Medical Debt

Reproductive Rights

Gun and Public Safety
Education & School Funding
Environmental Protections

This election has huge stakes: it could shift the court's balance of
power for years to come and trigger intense partisan elections.

COIMIMS Z

Whether insurance companies must ® Whether abortion and birth control
cover essential medical care remain accessible in Pennsylvania

If hespitals can use aggressive e [f state Medicaid will cover abortion care
billing practices that trap families in

medical debt

s  Whether families are protected from
e Whether corporate polluters are unfair rate hikes on gas, water, and
held accountable or given free rein electricity
If Pennsylvania's environmental If corporations are required to pass tax
laws will be enforced or weakened savings on to consumers instead of .

keeping profits l:ummsF




OUR RIGHTS ARE ON THE BALLOT & THE BENCH!!

LOCAL & STATE JUDGES ARE POWERFUL AND GREATLY
IMPACT LGBTQ+ INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, AND OUR
COMMUNITY.

RULINGS HAVE CONSEQUENCES.

MARRIAGE & FAMILY ~ Judges decide on adoption rights, custody
battles, and the recognition of same-sex marriages. Ensuring judges
understand and uphold LGBTQ+ families is important!

HEALTHCARE Judges interpret laws about healthcare access,
insurance, and LGBTQ+ discrimination cases.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE LGBTQ+ people of color and trans individuals
are disproportionately jailed. We need fair judges who understand this
bias.

EMPLOYMENT Judges rule on job discrimination. Fair judges uphold
rights for LGBTQ+ individuals.

HOUSING Judges decide housing discrimination cases. Commitment
to equality ensures fair treatment of LGBTQ+ people.

OUR DAILY LIVES Judges impact LGBTQ+ individuals and families.
From family law to civil rights, rulings have consequences.

Information provided by LGBTQ PA PAC



